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 August 15, 2021 

Proper 15 

 

We Gather in Community 

 

Looking forward to returning to gathering 

in the Church September 12, 2021 

 

This service of worship was initially prepared by Together We Worship. 

Thanks to Rev. Hilde Seal for the sermon. 

 

Acknowledging the Territory 

 

For thousands of years First Nations people have walked on this land.   

 

We are gathered on the traditional territory of the Secwepemc people and acknowledge their stewardship of this 

land throughout the ages. 

 

We acknowledge that we live and worship on lands which are the unceded, traditional territory of the 

Secwépemc Nation (Shuswap Nation) and the T’exelc People (Williams Lake First Nation).  

 

With humility and respect we give thanks that we are here in touch with Creator who made it and made us.  

 

May our worship reflect our humility, respect, and gratitude. 

 
 Written by Peter Chynoweth. Adapted by Nancy Colton. 

 Gathering, Pentecost 1 2021, page 37. 

 Used with permission. 

 Also incorporating elements of the Williams Lake Social  

 Planning Council’s Acknowledgement of the Territory. 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

We light our Christ Candle, reminding us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  We bring this light into our 

lives and then spread it around the world. 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Come, and praise God!  

In the company of the God’s people, 

let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Great are the works of God, 

full of glory and majesty. 

Our God is gracious and compassionate; 

our God is merciful and forgiving 

our God is faithful and trustworthy,  

our God is just and good. 

So come, let’s worship God together. 

God’s praise will last forever! 

 

Opening Prayer 
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Most holy God, you are the Giver and Goal of everything that ever has been or ever will be. Our minds are 

overwhelmed when we try to conceive your eternity, our souls are hushed when we approach your glory.  Here, 

in your Presence, our silly human pretentiousness is cut down to size and we begin to see things in proportion. 

We are the creatures, you are the Creator, we are the lost children, you are the Saviour, we make do with a 

small, corrupted intellect, you are unfathomable Wisdom. We worship your greatness, we praise your 

generosity, we glorify your patience, we adore your love. Through Christ Jesus, our hope and joy.  Amen. 

 

Hymn   VU #218   We Praise You, O God 

 

Prayer of Reconciliation 

 

Faithful God, You are wise, and sometimes we are foolish.  Instead of listening to You, we try to solve our own 

problems and make our own paths.  Jesus, You are the bread of life, and generously give all that we need, but 

sometimes we try to provide for ourselves, or forget to share Your generosity with others. 

 

Spirit of God, You are faithful, and we are fallible, forgetting to trust in Your promises. God, gather us back to 

Yourself, set our feet back on Your paths once more and let us walk in Your footsteps as we go out into the 

week ahead.  Amen. 

 

Hymn   VU #245   Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpets  

 

We Listen for God's Voice 

 

Loving God, you speak to us in so many ways. 

Speak to us now through the reading of the scriptures. 

Focus Scripture: Proverbs 9:1-12 (The Common English Bible) 

“Woman Wisdom’s” invitation 

9 Wisdom built her house; 

    she has carved out her seven pillars. 
2 She slaughtered her animals, 

    mixed her wine, 

    and set her table. 
3 She sends out her female servants; she issues an invitation 

    from the top of the city heights: 
4 “Whoever is naive turn aside here,” 

    she says to those who lack sense. 
5 “Come, eat my food, 

    and drink the wine I have mixed. 
6 Abandon your simplistic ways and live; 

    walk in the way of understanding.” 
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Wise advice 

7 Whoever instructs the cynic gets insulted; 

    whoever corrects the wicked gets hurt. 
8 Don’t correct the impudent, or they will hate you; 

    correct the wise, and they will love you. 
9 Teach the wise, and they will become wiser; 

    inform the righteous, and their learning will increase. 
10 The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the LORD; 

    the knowledge of the holy one is understanding. 
11 Through me your days will be many; 

    years will be added to your life. 
12 If you are wise, it is to your benefit; 

    if you are cynical, you will bear it all alone. 

 

This is the trustworthy witness of God’s faithful people through the ages. 

The divine word to us today.  Amen. 

Sermon: Rev. Hilde Seal - Click to Play 

(Written text in document named text of August 15 sermon.) 

 

Hymn  MV #138   My Love Colours Outside the Lines 

 

God Invites Us to Respond in Faith and Hope 

 

Invitation to the Offering: 

God’s gifts to the world are sometimes sent through us. We are a channel or a barrier between God and those 

persons with whom we share our days. What will we give today to increase the flow of good news among us 

into a needy world?  

 

Prayer of Dedication:  

Accept our offerings of self and substance to accomplish what we cannot do by ourselves. Link us with one 

another that we may be a powerful influence for the good you want to accomplish through us. May all our gifts 

and our time be devoted to your grace-filled will. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

When we pray together in community, the concerns of each of us, spoken or unspoken, are shared by all of us. 

We continue our response to God by joining our hearts together in prayer: 

 

Prayers of the People 

Holy Spirit, fill us all with the wisdom of God, by walking in God’s ways 

and keeping God’s commandments all the days of our lives.  Fill us with true reverence for the Lord, that we 

may turn from evil, do good and seek peace.  As we sing praises to God with our voices, help us sing with our 

hearts full of love. 

 

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us. Jesus Christ, 

living bread from heaven, as you were sent to us from the living God, 

you have fed us with your own flesh and blood.  As you live in us, that we may live forever, help us live lives 

that reflect your love and grace. 

 

https://together-we-worship.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/Worship+Packages/2021-08-15+Proper+15/TWW+-+2021+Proper+15+(small).mp4
https://together-we-worship.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/Worship+Packages/2021-08-15+Proper+15/TWW+-+2021+Proper+15+(small).mp4
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Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.  Help us, Heavenly One, to see the whole world as your 

world, worthy of loving.  Bring the nations together, that peace and good will may replace fear and rancor. 

 

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us. Our frail bodies, Jesus, need so much attention and 

healing. As we pray for one another, remind us of the new body promised each of us on the day of resurrection. 

 

Loving God, you hear our prayers: You live among us.  The love of God has won. The new life has begun. We 

offer all our prayers, each in the language of our heart, as Jesus taught us to pray: 

 

Our Father,  

who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

 

Hymn  VU #633   Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

 

Sending Forth  

 

Go forth into the world trusting with your hearts 

the wisdom God bestows upon all who seek to follow God’s will.  

When called to lead, do so with humility and confidence in God.  

Be in this world a sign of Jesus’ presence.  

Share compassion with all whom you encounter.  

Live wisely in God’s name, and glorify God in all you do.  

 

And may the grace, mercy and wisdom of God 

be our support, guidance and strength 

from this day forward and for ever more.  Amen. 

 


